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COMMANDING GENERAL’S STATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 13 AAV ACCIDENT 

  

Camp Pendleton, Calif. – The following is a statement from Maj. Gen. Eric Smith, Commanding 

General, 1st Marine Division, on the September 13 AAV training accident:  

 

On September 13, 2017, Marines and Sailors of the 1st Marine Division were conducting a 

combat readiness evaluation when a training accident occurred and injured fourteen Marines and 

one Corpsman.  The accident occurred when their amphibious assault vehicle struck a natural gas 

line causing an explosion that engulfed the vehicle in flames.  The personnel involved executed 

their training to exit the burning vehicle.  I found no fault on the part of these personnel for this 

accident.  

 

All injured service members were transported to a hospital to receive medical care.  I am grateful 

to the medical staff at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas, the Burn Center at 

the University of California San Diego, the Burn Center at the University of California Irvine, 

Scripps Memorial Hospital La Jolla, and Naval Hospital Camp Pendleton for their expert and 

compassionate care for our Marines and Corpsman.  The injured Marines and Corpsman have all 

been released from the hospital, but several are still receiving care for their burns.    

 

Immediately following the accident, I directed a command investigation and a safety 

investigation.  The command investigation was required to determine if the injuries our 

personnel received were in the line of duty.  The command investigation has been completed, 

finding that the Marines and Corpsman were in the line of duty, and a copy of that investigation 

has been provided to the Commanding General of Marine Corps Installations West.  Once the 

safety investigation is completed it will also be provided to the Commanding General of Marine 

Corps Installations West.  We have an obligation to provide the American people with all 

relevant facts surrounding training accidents.  

 

Military training is an inherently dangerous task, and I am proud of every Marine and Sailor who 

volunteers to serve their country and this Division.  My commitment is to ensure that our training 

is as safe as possible.  The training we conduct ensures our readiness to respond to any task we 

are assigned. 

-USMC- 
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