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September 19, 2017 
 
The Honorable Kevin L. Faulconer, Mayor, and  
      The Honorable Myrtle Cole, Council President 
City of San Diego 
202 C Street 
San Diego, CA 92101 
[Delivered Electronically] 
 
Dear Mayor Faulconer and Council President Cole: 
 
The San Diego County Taxpayers Association recently announced a new process by which municipalities can 
solicit the evaluation and potential endorsement of policies they might pursue to reach a climate action goal. 
As we stated in that letter, you have our commitment and support when tackling these challenges in a cost 
effective manner that makes the most efficient use of limited taxpayer resources.   
 
The Climate Action Plan, which we supported, asserted the City of San Diego would consider CCA and other 
alternatives in reaching 100% renewable energy.  For any of those alternatives, we urge you to engage in this 
new evaluation and endorsement process.  Doing so affords you and city staff the opportunity to 
demonstrate the use of generally accepted methods to clearly quantify the costs and benefits of implementing 
climate action, whether those be public health, environmental, or economic impacts.  It further affords 
transparency about assumptions and risks during the formulation of any proposal.  These are complex 
matters, and taxpayers’ trust in policy solutions rests on transparency throughout the process.  
 
We recognize that in considering CCA as a potential approach, the City of San Diego recently completed a 
draft feasibility study.  If a future CCA proposal for consideration by City Council utilizes entirely different 
assumptions, risk evaluations, and cost-benefit quantification methodologies than the feasibility study, then 
we eagerly await the opportunity to evaluate such an implementation proposal using our new process.  If, 
however, the assumptions, risk evaluations, and cost-benefit quantification methodologies within the 
feasibility study are going to be carried forward into a future CCA proposal, then we request that the City 
release the assumptions and methodology used to develop your study. The San Diego County Taxpayers 
Association stands ready to begin our new evaluation process, and we look forward to helping our 
community develop cost-effective implementation of climate action.   
 
 
 
 
 
(Continued on next page...) 

http://www.sdcta.org/


 
 

1855 First Avenue # 201, San Diego, CA  92101 • P: (619) 234-6423  • www.sdcta.org 

 
We hope to hear back from you in regards to our request by September 26, 2017.  Should you have any 
questions, we are happy to address them.  Our primary point of contact on this matter is Megan Couch at 
mcouch@sdcta.org or (619)  234-6423.  
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Haney Hong 
President and CEO 
 
CC: 
Council President Pro Tem Mark Kersey 
Councilmember Barbara Bry 
Councilmember Lorie Zapf 
Councilmember Chris Ward 
Councilmember Chris Cate 
Councilmember Scott Sherman 
Councilmember David Alvarez 
Councilmember Georgette Gómez 
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