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DA’s Review Determines Shooting of 
Torrey Pines Student was Legally Justified 

 
The San Diego County District Attorney’s Office said today it had concluded its review of the 
shooting of a Torrey Pines High School student by SDPD and determined the shooting was 
legally justified.   Evidence showed the teenager, who placed the call that sent officers to the 
school in the first place, planned the incident which resulted in his death.  Two officers shot the 
teen after he pointed a black pistol at officers and ignored multiple orders to drop it. The pistol 
was later determined to be an airsoft pistol.  The District Attorney’s Office has found the officers 
do not bear any criminal liability for their actions 
 
The District Attorney’s Office also said today it will not release the body-worn camera video of 
the incident. 
 
An OIS Video Release Protocol signed by the San Diego Police Chiefs’ and Sheriff’s 
Association last year makes public release of officer-involved shooting video law enforcement’s 
default position. Since that time, several videos have been released. However, it also states “there 
may be instances where the video is not released.”  In making its determination to not release the 
video, the District Attorney’s Office noted that the video depicts a minor and matters involving 
minors are often confidential in the court system. 
 
DA spokesman, Steve Walker, released the following statement further explaining the decision: 
 
“This was a terrible tragedy for the boy’s family, friends, classmates, and the community in 
which he lived.  His mother has requested the video not be released to avoid additional suffering 
and anguish for the family and we are respecting her wishes to maintain her family’s privacy. 
Understandably, she does not want the details of what led up to her son’s shooting to be shared 
with the public. Release of the video and extensive details of the shooting would also 
undoubtedly cause further trauma to students and teachers at Torrey Pines High School. Seeing 
video images of the last moments of a 15-year old boy’s life does not serve a public interest, in 
this instance.” 
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The DA’s Office is concerned that releasing the video and its disturbing details might influence 
other minors. Suicide rates have increased over the last several years, especially among 
adolescents and young adults. The American Association of Poison Control Centers has 
observed a 50 percent increase in potential suicide attempts by adolescents from 2012 to 2016. 
 
A report published this month from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention involving 
children and teens through age 17 found that suicides increased from 2007 to 2014, from 325 to 
532. The suicide rate increased 60 percent over those years to 1.6 per 100,000. One-third of these 
kids were depressed and most had experienced a recent crisis, including relationship breakups 
and problems at school. 
 
Dr. Lee Cantrell, Director of the San Diego Division of the California Poison Control System has 
noted an increase in suicidal attempts using poisonous substances.  “These suspected suicide 
cases are extremely worrisome,” he said. “In our center alone, adolescent suicide and suicidal 
intent cases for the month of April were the highest we’ve observed in the past two years. Many 
of the more recent calls have referenced popular television shows that include messages of 
suicide, sometimes glamorizing suicide or inspiring deadly copycat behavior.” 
 
In addition, a study by Pediatric Academic Societies found that the number of children and 
adolescents admitted to children’s hospitals for thoughts of suicide or self-harm more than 
doubled during the last decade. 
 
Suicide intervention services for all residents of San Diego County are available by calling the 
Access and Crisis Line at 1-888-724-7240. Spanish speaking counselors are available most 
hours, and interpretation is accessible in over 140 languages through language interpreting 
services. 
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