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DA Scully Opposes AB 76 

 

District Attorney Jan Scully today called on Governor Brown to veto Assembly Bill 76.  The bill is a 
complex collection of acts that amend, add or repeal over 100 laws spread over 14 different California 
Codes.  Buried in the bill are provisions that infringe on the hard won rights of victims, and seriously 
impact the fight against domestic violence. 
 

D.A. Scully objects to new laws that will: 
 

x Change from mandatory to discretionary the requirement that law enforcement keep complete 
records of domestic violence restraining orders.  Why would a domestic violence perpetrator fear 
breaking a protective order if he or she could be fairly certain the police did not know that it 
existed? 

x Change from mandatory to discretionary standards for police officer responses to domestic violence 
crimes.  In years past, police too often simply let domestic violence calls “work themselves out.”  
After the 1994 murder of Nicole Brown Simpson and the revelation that police had not reacted to 
her previous calls for help, the legislature changed the law, to mandate responses to domestic 
violence crimes.  AB 76 dials the clock back two decades, and reinstitutes the cycle of domestic 
violence that mandatory police response was designed to break. 

x Change from mandatory to discretionary the tracking of domestic violence calls.  If law enforcement 
agencies can choose not to compile this important information, efforts to build on experience and 
past records will be lost.  

x Remove the mandatory requirement that a report be prepared recommending the amount a convicted 
defendant must pay for victim restitution.  The State Constitution gives victims a right to restitution, 
but it will be an empty promise if courts have no basis for determining the amount. 

District Attorney Scully noted that the wildly varied sections of AB 76 cover the number of civil service 
employees that can be employed by the Earthquake Authority, how long a displaced janitor must be 
retained by a new contractor, fees charged by OSHA to support oil refinery safety standards, and 
amendments allowing local agencies to ignore the Public Records Act, among dozens of others.   
 

Scully said, “These amendments undermining domestic violence laws and victims’ rights have been 
buried in this collection of mismatched laws because these changes would not survive if exposed to the 
light of public debate.  I call on Governor Brown to bring some sanity and common sense to the 
legislative process, protect victims, and veto this bill.” 
 

View Letter to Governor Brown 

http://www.sacda.org/assets/pdf/pr/advisories/Letter%20Opposing%20AB%2076.pdf

