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Executive Summary

The 2010 San Diego City Environmental Quality Report Card (EQRC) is the City of San Diego’s only 
quantitative analysis of official environmental actions of elected city officials.

What Does the Report Card Grade?

This year’s report is the most straightforward and concise to date.  An objective grade has been earned by 
each San Diego City Councilmember and the Mayor based upon their voting patterns on issues related to 
water quality, habitat, green energy, and land use qualities. 

The Report Card identified the 18 most environmentally significant pieces of legislation considered by the 
City Council.   The Councilmembers were graded on their votes on these issues, and Mayor Sanders was 
graded on his positions on these items, as determined by the formal recommendations of his staff to the 
City Council.  

What Are the Grades for the City Officials? 
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ELECTED OFFICIAL DISTRICT GRADE SCORE (%)

Sherri Lightner 1 C+ 77.8

Kevin Faulconer 2 B- 82.4

Todd Gloria 3 A 94.4

Tony Young 4 A- 93.3

Carl DeMaio 5 D+ 68.8

Donna Frye 6 A+ 100

Marti Emerald 7 A- 93.8

Ben Hueso 8 A 94.1

Mayor Sanders ALL B+ 88.9

GRADE SCALEGRADE SCALE

 A+  97-100

 A  94-96.9

 A-  90-93.9

 B+  87-89.8

 B  84-86.9

 B-  80-83.9

 C+  77-79.9

 C  74-76.9

 C-  70-73.9

 D+  67-69.9

 D  64-66.9

 D-  60-63.9

 F  0-59



How City Officials Earned the Grades They Did
City officials voted on a relatively small number of environmentally important issues in 2010.   The limited 
number of important votes means that City officials had a relatively “easy year,” which is part of why the 
2010 grades were higher than in 2009.
 
Elected officials received high grades because of their actions related to the following issues:
 
• Voting to establish a demonstration project for Indirect Potable Reuse.
• Voting in favor of various pieces of water-related legislation including: Indirect Potable Water Reuse 

projects, water submetering, and pubic education programs.
• Supporting recommendation to oppose Proposition 23 and promote city energy efficiency projects.
• Voting in favor of sustainable land use programs.
• Mayor Sanders’ staff recommended that the Council take the environmentally correct vote in all of 

the issues considered for the Report Card, except for the proposal to initiate further consideration of 
the controversial Regents Road bridge and support for the city’s Vernal Pool Habitat Conservation 
Plan.

How City Officials Can Continue High Grades in 2011
City officials can improve their grades by drafting and voting to approve a larger number of significant 
pro-environment ordinances.

The following issues are likely to be considered by the City of San Diego in 2011, and included in the 2011 
San Diego City EQRC.  These issues highlight specific areas where City officials can continue their 
performance and improve their overall grades in the future.  

• Take a position on the SANDAG Regional Transportation Plan that implements transit first.
• Approve a programmatic approach to storm water maintenance which preserves public involvement 

and protects water quality.
• Preserve the city’s remaining vernal pools and approve strong wetland delineation determination.
• Adopt an aggressive Climate Mitigation and Adaptation Plan that will reduce San Diego’s carbon 

emissions to 1990 levels by 2020.
• Adopt a green-collar job development initiative that leads to local hire.
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Introduction

About the Environmental Quality Report Card
This is the second edition of the San Diego City Environmental Quality Report Card (EQRC).  The report 
card assesses both the San Diego City Councilmembers’ and the Mayor’s environmental stewardship for 
the 2010 legislative year.  

The report seeks to hold Councilmembers and the Mayor accountable for both their votes and public 
stances on environmental quality issues.  The voting record of individual Councilmembers on important 
environmental issues are critiqued in order to educate the public about issues facing their local 
environment.  Each Councilmember and the Mayor is assigned a grade based on their record.  The report 
covers the period from January 2010 to December 2010.  

History of the Environmental Quality Report Card
From its inception, the San Diego Water Quality Report Card (WQRC) has been released to commemorate 
the anniversary of the federal Clean Water Act of 1972.   Since 2001, Strategic Community Consulting has 
worked with San Diego Coastkeeper to produce the WQRC in order to promote water resource protection 
in the City of San Diego.  In 2009, the League of Conservation Voters, along with a number of other 
environmental organizations,  expanded the WQRC to cover a broader set of environmental issues 
considered by the City of San Diego.

Effectiveness of the Environmental Quality Report Card
The EQRC has been effective in highlighting the City Council’s environmental voting trends. In 2006, 
SCC conducted a detailed statistical analysis that examined the effect of the WQRC on the voting 
behavior of Councilmembers between 2001-2006.  The review found that during the period of the report 
card publication, Councilmembers increasingly voted in favor of issues pertaining to improved water 
quality.  It was also found that if a Councilmember received a bad grade — characterized by a C+ or 
lower — they were 13% more likely to vote in favor of water quality issues during the subsequent year.  

More recently, we can see improvement in the overall environmental voting records for Councilmembers 
holding office in 2009 and 2010.  In the table below, we compare the 2009 grades with the grades from 
2010.  The EQRC has a record of positively influencing voting behavior and it is expected that this trend 
will continue with future report cards.  In the future, a detailed statistical analysis is warranted in order to 
track these changes and properly analyze this trend.
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Supporting Organizations
The 2010 EQRC was supported by the following coalition of non-profit organizations in San Diego:

The League of Conservation Voters San Diego is a non-profit, non-partisan 
organization that promotes conservation and environmental protection in San 
Diego County by identifying and electing environmentally responsible 
candidates, educating the public,  promoting environmental policies,  and 
working with elected officials.

San Diego Coastkeeper is a locally-based, non-profit organization that 
protects the region’s bays, beaches,  watersheds, and ocean for the people 
and wildlife that depend on them.  They balance community outreach, 
education, and advocacy to promote stewardship of clean water and a 
healthy coastal ecosystem.

The Surfrider Foundation, San Diego Chapter is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the protection and enjoyment of the world’s oceans, waves, 
and beaches for all people through conservation, activism, research, and 
education.  
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Change in Grades

ELECTED OFFICIAL 2009 2010

Sherri Lightner 75% (C) 77.8% (C+)

Kevin Faulconer 63% (D) 82.4% (B-)

Todd Gloria 90% (A-) 94.4% (A)

Tony Young 64% (D) 93.3% (A-)

Carl DeMaio 58.8% (F) 68.8% (D+)

Donna Frye 93.5% (A) 100% (A+)

Marti Emerald 70.7% (C-) 93.8% (A-)

Ben Hueso 72% (C-) 94.1% (A)

Mayor Sanders 62% (D-) 88.9% (B+)

Average Grades 72.2% (C-) 88.2% (B+)



The Sierra Club is the nation’s oldest and largest grassroots environmental 
organization founded by John Muir in 1892.  The San Diego Chapter of the 
Club was founded in 1948, covering San Diego and Imperial counties,  and 
strives to preserve the special nature of San Diego through education, 
activism, and advocacy.  

The California Native Plant Society is a statewide non-profit organization 
seeking to increase understanding and appreciation of California’s native 
plants and to preserve them in their natural habitat through scientific 
activities, education, conservation, and restoration.   The San Diego Chapter 
serves San Diego and Imperial counties.

Coastal Environmental Rights Foundation is a non-profit environmental 
organization founded by surfers at Coast Law Group LLP in North San 
Diego County and is active throughout California’s coastal communities.  
They aggressively advocate, including through litigation, for the protection 
and enhancement of coastal natural resources, and the quality of life for 
coastal residents.

Environmental Health Coalition (EHC) builds grassroots campaigns 
to confront the unjust consequences of toxic pollution, discriminatory land 
use, and unsustainable energy policies.  Through leader development, 
organizing and advocacy, EHC improves the health of children, families, 
neighborhoods and the natural environment in the San Diego/Tijuana 
region.

Friends of Rose Canyon is a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
protection, preservation, and restoration of Rose Canyon and the Rose 
Creek watershed.  Friends of Rose Canyon engages in education, 
grassroots activism, and advocacy.

San Diego Audubon Society fosters the protection of birds and other 
wildlife through education and study,  all the while advocating for a 
cleaner, healthier environment.  
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The Cleveland National Forest Foundation is made up of private citizens 
who believe that action must be taken to protect the remaining 
undeveloped lands within the forest,  as well as those lands whose future 
may impact the integrity of the wilderness.  They are dedicated to 
preserving land and educating the public.   Their goal is to acquire or help 
to maintain privately held land that's still in its natural state and preserve it 
in perpetuity.
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Grading Methodology

City Councilmembers
Each Councilmember member was graded according to their votes on the most environmentally 
important legislation.  

This year’s EQRC followed a slightly altered methodology from previous report cards.   The previous 
years’ methodology based its grade on every substantive environmental council vote, and assigned each 
issue a scaled weight depending on the importance and impact regarding environmental quality.  In 2009, 
the EQRC graded almost 100 Council votes using this method. 

For the 2010 EQRC, SCC analyzed every roll call vote faced by the City Council in 2010 and graded only 
the most important environmental resolutions and ordinances, which numbered only 18.   The 2010 EQRC 
follows the model of the National Environmental Scorecard published annually by the national League of 
Conservation Voters, which itself only grades the most environmentally important issues considered by 
Congress.  The reduced number of graded issues should make it easier for the public, press, and City 
officials to understand the basis of the EQRC grades.

Experts from San Diego’s leading environmental non-profit organizations advised SCC for the vote 
selection.  Councilmember offices and the Office of the Mayor were also contacted and given an 
opportunity to suggest which legislation they felt was the most important.  

Many important environmental issues never reach a full council vote because they do not rise above the 
committee level.    With this in mind, critical committee votes that were determinative of an issue’s 
outcome were also graded for this year's EQRC.  The selected resolutions and ordinances include issues 
within the following four topics:  (1) Water Quality, (2) Green Energy, (3) Habitat, and (4) Land Use.  

The Councilmembers were then awarded a point value of either 0 or 1:
1 point indicates that a Councilmember’s position supported environmental quality.
0 indicates that a Councilmember’s position did not support environmental quality.

All votes were tallied for each Councilmember and assigned a percentage.  The total number of points 
earned by the Councilmember was summed and converted into a percentage by dividing the 
Councilmember’s total by the total number of votes possible for that particular Councilmember.   The 
percentage represents the Councilmember’s grade with respect to his or her performance on 
environmental issues and environmental quality.  

Certain Councilmembers may be graded on a different universe of votes.   For instance, abstention or 
absence does not negatively affect the Councilmembers’ grades.  During election years, Councilmembers 
may also vote on a different number of votes, depending on whether those votes occur during the course 
of their terms.
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The Mayor
The Mayor is graded on his positions on the same votes for which the City Council is graded.  Generally, 
the Mayor’s position is determined by the formal recommendations of the Mayor’s staff on an individual 
piece of legislation.   However, if the Mayor’s staff recommended that the Council vote in favor of an 
issue, but the Mayor ultimately vetoed that issue, then the Mayor would be graded as having opposed 
that issue. 

In an effort to provide the most objective evaluation possible, methodology for this year’s EQRC has been 
significantly altered for the Office of the Mayor.  Past EQRCs have analyzed various aspects of the 
Mayor’s agenda with respect to the environmental quality, such as budget allocations, public statements, 
and compliance with local, state, and federal regulations.  Efforts to remove as much subjectivity as 
possible resulted in a methodology that focuses primarily on the Mayor’s staff recommendations.  Staff 
recommendations to the City Council in support of specific legislation represented the Mayor’s vote for 
that issue.  Once the Mayor’s “votes” were tallied, a final grade was determined using the same 
methodology as applied to the Councilmembers.  

The change in methodology resulted in a marked improvement in the Mayor’s grade from 2009 to 2010.

Limits of the EQRC Methodology
The quantitative nature of the EQRC presents a clear and objective gauge for the environmental positions 
of the City’s decision-makers.  However, that same objective methodology is unable to capture certain 
elements of City officials’ environmental positions.

• The EQRC only grades environmental issues that were ultimately considered for a vote by the 
City Council.   The EQRC therefore doesn’t penalize City officials for failing to initiate legislation 
on environmentally important issues.

• The 2010 EQRC only grades the Mayor on his positions related to Council legislation, and does 
not consider the Mayor’s responsibility over the administration of the City’s vast bureaucracy. 
For instance, the Mayor still does not have a key person in his administration tasked with 
overseeing environmental issues.  While that is a significant policy failure, the Mayor is not 
penalized for it in the EQRC’s quantitative grade.

• The 2009 EQRC attempted to grade the Mayor on his administration of City government by 
analyzing his public statements and his budget.  While those might be a useful approximation of 
the Mayor’s environmental priorities, SCC ultimately decided not to grade the Mayor on those 
elements going forward.

• The EQRC does not grade either the Council or the Mayor for enforcing, or failing to enforce, the 
environmental rules they establish.  It may be politically easier for the City to adopt 
environmentally protective regulations than to enforce those regulations. 
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Issues of 2010

Water Quality

1. Indirect Potable Water Reuse/Reservoir Augmentation and Demonstration Project
Vote Date:  07/27/2010
Full Title:  Award Indirect Potable Reuse/Reservoir Augmentation Demonstration Project – Project Management
and Public Outreach Contract to RMC Water and Environment.
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-305584
Related Votes:  R-303095, R-303096, R-303237, R-304434, and R-304764
Background:  On May 2009, the Public Utilities Department issued a Request for Proposals for the  Water 
Reuse Demonstration Project.  In July 2009, interviews with three consulting firms were held.  The RMC-
Katz team was selected based upon their professional engineering experience and proven expertise in 
recycled water regulations, and public education and outreach experience with community members and 
stakeholders.  This resolution authorizes the Mayor to award and execute an Agreement between the City 
of San Diego and RMC Water and Environment, to perform the Project Management and Public Outreach 
for the Demonstration Project, in an amount not to exceed $3,281,353.  
Why It’s Important:  This is one component in a broader effort to increase the city’s use of recycled water.  
Because of its scarcity, reclamation and reuse of water is of particular importance in San Diego.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

2.  Water Submetering Ordinance
Vote Date:  04/20/2010
Full Title:  Water Submetering Ordinance (Citywide)
Status:  Adopted by Ordinance O-19946
Related Votes:  None
Background:  Processes 5 amendments to the Municipal Code (Chapter 6,  Article 7, Division 1; Chapter 6, 
Article 7, adding a new Division 6; Chapter 14, Article 7, Division 4) to require the installation of water 
submeters in new multiple-dwelling unit and mixed-use development, as well as in existing multiple-
dwelling unit and mixed-use development meeting specific criteria, in order to promote and increase 
water conservation.
Why It’s Important:  The amendments to the Municipal Code are intended to promote water conservation 
by residents of multiple-dwelling unit and mixed-use buildings. 
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

3.  La Jolla Ecological Reserve 
Vote Date:  07/27/2010
Full Title:  La Jolla Ecological Reserve (ASBS) – Low Flow Diversion
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-306038
Related Votes:  (1) The subject item was approved by the Committee on Natural Resources and Culture 
on June 16, 2010.  (2) Resolution R-302687, dated June 13, 2007, added the project to the CIP budget and 
authorized appropriation of funding to this project.   (3) Resolution R-304375, dated December 2, 2008, 
authorizes the City Comptroller to expend grant funds.
Background:  The San Diego-La Jolla Ecological Reserve is designated as Area of Special Biological 
Significance (ASBS 29).  ASBS 29, along with 32 other ASBS locations throughout the State of California, 
are designated by the State Water Resources Control Board to contain fragile or valuable biological 
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communities that  are among the most 
precious coastal waters requiring 
preservation and protection.  Under the 
2005 California Ocean Plan there are special 
regulations that prohibit waste discharges 
into the ASBS. 
In 1998, the City undertook an aggressive 
program geared towards providing safer 
beaches for the community.  High bacteria 
counts at the beaches were attributed to 
dry-weather flows that were emanating 
from a variety of storm drain outfalls along 
the coast.  These outfalls were targeted for 
dry weather diversion away from the 
beaches and into the sewer system for 
eventual treatment.   In addition, the 
diversion sites were designed with the capacity to capture and divert sewer spills, thereby avoiding 
contaminated flows from reaching the beaches.  In 2008, the La Jolla Shores Coastal Management Plan 
outlined a multi-tiered approach to storm water and urban run-off.  One of the methods to protect the 
ASBS described in the plan is to divert the non-storm event and “first flush” flows to the sewer system. 
(Photo1) 
Why It’s Important:  This program will implement Best Management Practices throughout the La Jolla 
Shores Coastal Watershed to control non-storm water discharges and reduce or eliminate pollutant 
sources that drain into the ASBS.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

4.  Indirect Potable Reuse/Reservoir Augmentation Demonstration Project
Vote Date:  07/27/2010
Full Title:  Indirect Potable Reuse/Reservoir Augmentation Demonstration Project - Advanced Water Purification 
Facility to Camp Dresser McKee
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-306069
Related Votes:  (1) On October 29, and December 3, 2007, the City Council voted (R-303095 and R-303096) 
to undertake the Demonstration Project.  (2) On December 4,  2007, the City Council directed (R-303237) 
the Public Utilities Department to add the Demonstration Project to the Integrated Regional Water 
Management Plan and grant application.  (3) On November 18,  2008, the City Council approved 
(R-304434) a temporary water rate increase to fund the Demonstration Project.  (4) On March 24, 2009, 
Council approved (R-304764) the Limnology Study of San Vicente Reservoir.  (5) On January 26, 2010, 
Council approved (R-305584) the Project Management and Public Outreach contract.
Background:  This resolution authorizes the Mayor to execute an Agreement with Camp Dresser McKee, 
to design, procure, install, test and operate a demonstration-scale Advanced Water Purification  Facility at 
the North City Water Reclamation Plant for the Indirect Potable Reuse/Reservoir Augmentation 
Demonstration Project, under the terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement.
Why It’s Important:  This is one component in a broader effort to increase the city’s use of recycled water.  
Because of its scarcity, reclamation and reuse of water is of particular importance in San Diego.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0
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5.  Agreement for Think Blue Education and Outreach
Vote Date:  09/28/2010
Full Title:  Authorize an Agreement with Action Research, Inc., for Think Blue Education and Outreach. 
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-306176
Related Votes:  None
Background:  California Regional Water Quality Control Board,  San Diego Region, Order:  2007-0001 
requires the City to substantially increase education and outreach to residents, businesses and industry, 
regarding water pollution control and environmental protection.
Why It’s Important:  Think Blue Education and Outreach aims to increase residents’ awareness and 
knowledge about water pollution control and attempts to achieve measurable behavior change towards 
environmental sustainability.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

Habitat

6. Vernal Pools Habitat Conservation Plan
Vote Date:  03/16/2010
Full Title:  Vernal Pool Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). (Citywide.)
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-305684
Related Votes:  N/A
Background:    Section Six of the Federal Endangered Species Act grants are awarded to support the 
development of regional Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) at the local level.    The City’s grant 
application for a vernal pool species HCP was approved by City Council on March 24, 2009, and was 
granted by US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in April 20,  2009.  In 1998, a lawsuit was filed against 
the City and the USFWS by thirteen environmental groups alleging that vernal pools were not adequately 
protected.   As a result of the ruling, numerous private and public development projects which contained 
vernal pool resources within their project site were enjoined.    Throughout 2007-2008, the parties 
participated in a Ninth Circuit Court’ s mediation program which ended in an impasse in early 2009.  The 
City and the USFWS have prepared a Vernal Pool HCP Planning Agreement (PA) which outlines the 
process for preparation of the HCP. The City relinquished federal coverage of the seven vernal pool 
species previously covered by the Multiple Species Conservation Program and is pursuing development 
of a new HCP with updated conditions of coverage for vernal pool species.   On December 9, 2009, the 
proposal was presented to the Natural Resources and Culture Committee.  With the approval to prepare a 
new HCP, the City would petition the Court to release all enjoined projects that are processed consistent 
with the PA.    The plan includes an Interim Project Process which allows specified projects to move 
forward and an expiration date of 2012.  Relinquishment of take authority by the city resulted in the 
reinstatement of project-by-project approvals.
Why It’s Important:  The Interim Project Process included in the city's proposed plan would allow some 
projects with potential vernal pool impacts to move forward prior to development of a conservation plan 
and bypass the injunction that resulted from the 1998 lawsuit.    The proposed Interim Project Process 
expiration date of 2012 would allow all projects after 2012 to go forward  regardless of whether the HCP 
is in place by the expiration date.    The Interim Process combined with the city legal strategy of 
relinquishing take authority allows pools to be lost without a comprehensive planning, protection, and 
mitigation package.
Report Card Score:  Yea=0, Nay=1

7. Seasonal Shared Use Policy for La Jolla Children’s Pool
Vote Date:  05/17/2010
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Full Title:  Seasonal Shared Use Policy for Children’s Pool  (La Jolla Community Area-  District 1)  (Rev. 5/12/10)
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-305837
Related Votes:  R-305862
Background:  A controversy has stemmed from the shared use of the La Jolla Children's Pool between 
harbor seals and public patrons.  Harbor seal supporters want it to be treated as a marine mammal 
sanctuary, while Children's Pool activists prefer its usage for recreational swimming.
The harbor seals have produced many visitors coming to Children's Pool Beach solely to view the seals. 
Seal supporters monitor the beach to prevent exchanges between visitors and the seals.  Swimming in the 
area is allowed but not recommended due high fecal coliform counts.  A breakwater was constructed in 
1931 which was created a sheltered beach for the public.  In order to restore the 1931 conditions, it would 
require the City to dredge and remove a large section the sand which has built up in the pool.  Various 
lawsuits, appeals, and state laws have been filed over these and other issues. On July 23, 2009, City 
officials were ready to remove the seals until a Superior Court judge revoked the order that the city of San 
Diego disperse harbor seals.   This resolution: 1) directs  the Mayor  within 10 days of the date of final 
passage of this resolution, to seek an emergency amendment to Coastal Development Permit Number 
701673 and Site Development Permit Number 701765 to keep the rope barrier up year round at Children's 
Pool; 2) directs the City Attorney to draft an ordinance amending Municipal Code Section 63.0102, Use of 
Public Parks and Beaches Regulated, to prohibit public access to the Children's Pool beach during harbor 
seal pupping season and to make it illegal to allow a dog on the beach at Children's Pool at any time;  3) 
directs the Mayor to seek grant or private funding for a Park Ranger or Lifeguard full-time position with 
expert qualifications whose primary duty is to patrol the Children's Pool and to create a Volunteer Docent 
Program led by this Park Ranger or Lifeguard.
Why It’s Important:  Seals utilize the Children's pool during pupping season and require protection from 
human contact as well as from canine contact.  In 2004, the City Council passed a resolution to implement 
a joint-use policy and this resolution strengthens those policies.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

8. SANDAG Grant for an Integrated Weed Management Plan for San Pasqual Valley
Vote Date:  07/27/2010
Full Title:  Authorizing the SANDAG grant for an Integrated Weed Management Plan for San Pasqual Valley
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-306068
Related Votes:  None
Background:  In 1964, the first San Pasqual Valley Community Plan designated the valley as an 
agricultural reserve.  The current San Pasqual Valley Plan (1995), the San Pasqual Vision Plan (2004), and 
Council Policy 600-45 (2005) identify water resources, agriculture, sensitive habitats, and open space as 
key values to be protected.  San Pasqual Valley is also one of the Cornerstone Land preserve areas for the 
City’s Multiple Species Conservation Program.  The Valley is underlain by the San Pasqual Groundwater 
Basin and is immediately upstream of Hodges Reservoir.  The primary and overarching objective for the 
City’s management of land in San Pasqual Valley is the protection of water resources. Beyond this, and in 
cooperation with other entities and partners, the City strives to protect all of the valley’s natural resource 
and community values.  The resolution authorizes the Mayor to make an application to SANDAG for an 
Environmental Mitigation Program TransNet grant for $184,623 for the development of an Integrated 
Weed Management Plan for the San Pasqual Valley and a three-year program to treat thirty acres of 
invasive plants. 
Why It’s Important:  The occurrence and expanding presence of invasive non-native plants across the 
valley threatens water resources and other natural resources.  Invasive plants are noxious weed species 
that rapidly and opportunistically expand their distribution.  Invasive plants use excessive amounts of 
water, degrade water quality, displace valuable native habitats, and are unsightly.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0
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9. Swan Canyon Restoration Project
Vote Date:  11/30/2010
Full Title:   Financial Assistance Agreement 
with Endangered Habitats Conservancy and 
Ocean Discovery Institute for the Swan 
Canyon Restoration Project (City Heights 
Community Area- District 3)
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-306400
Related Votes:  None
Background:  The canyons in City Heights 
are a unique resource providing open 
space, connectivity, recreational and 
educational opportunities, water filtration, 
and wildlife habitat within a highly 
urbanized community.  Swan Canyon is 
one of five canyons located in City Heights 
and is part of the Chollas Creek sub-watershed of the Pueblo Watershed.  Unfortunately, Swan Canyon 
has become a blighting condition and a health and safety concern.  Arundo donax, an invasive exotic 
species, along with other non-native vegetation occurs throughout the canyon, eliminating native habitat, 
increasing flooding and erosion, and harboring hidden areas for illegal activity, resulting in a decrease in 
canyon access, public safety, and recreational use.  The resolution makes certain findings and 
determination related to the use of Redevelopment Agency of the City of San Diego's Funds for 
Improvements in Swan Canyon located on City-owned property, agrees to accept the Improvements 
upon completion, and consenting to the Agency's payment for the cost of the Improvements. (Photo2)
Why It’s Important:  The Swan Canyon Restoration Project will help protect the endangered habitats of 
Swan Canyon and revitalize the area so canyon access and public safety can increase, as well as  an 
increase in recreational use.  
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

Green Energy

10. Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation Improvements and Equipment 
Financing Program
Vote Date:  02/16/2010
Full Title:  Amending the San Diego Municipal Code by including the Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and 
Water Conservation Improvements and Equipment Financing Program
Status:  Adopted as Ordinance O-19930
Related Votes:  None
Background: The Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation Improvements and 
Equipment Financing Program is being developed to provide special tax financing to property owners 
within the City who wish to install renewable energy and energy efficiency retrofits and/or water 
conservation fixtures on their property and to pay for those improvements over a period of up to 20 years 
through a special tax levy included on their property tax bills.  The Ordinance amends Chapter 6, Article 
1, of the San Diego Municipal Code, by adding Division 26, Section 61.2601 through 61.2619, all relating 
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to the creation of the City's Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation Improvements, 
and Equipment Financing Program.
Why It’s Important: These conservation improvements provide home owners of San Diego an 
opportunity to improve their energy and water efficiency, which helps to promote conservation by 
spreading the financial burden  of improvements over a twenty year period.  Despite events at the federal 
level that have put this financing program on hold, it is important to  acknowledge the Mayor and 
Council’s leadership on this issue.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

11. Sustainable Building Policy
Vote Date:  05/11/2010
Full Title:  Update to Council Policy 900-14 "Sustainable Building Policy"
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-305832
Related Votes: (1) The Committee on Land Use and Housing - approved to move to full City Council 
(March 3,  2010); (2) The Committee on Land Use and Housing - Information only (September 2, 2009); (3) 
Council Policy 900-14 “Sustainable Building Policy”- Council approval (1997, 2001, 2003); (4) Council 
Policy 900-16 “Community Energy Partnership,”  - Council approval (2000);  (5) Council Policy 600-27 
“Affordable/In-Fill Housing and Sustainable Buildings Expedite Program” - Council approval (2003).
Background: Council Policy 900-14 "Sustainable Building Policy" needs to come into alignment with 
California's Green Building Policy (2008), the California Public Utilities Commission Long-Term Energy 
Efficiency Strategic Plan (2008), and the Global Warming Solutions Act (2006).  Additionally, in order to 
consolidate all of the City's building incentive programs, the voluntary private sector component of 
900-14 has been transferred to Council Policy 600-27 "Affordable/In-Fill Housing and Sustainable 
Buildings Expedite Program".  This resolution will update the current Council Policy 900-14 to become a 
model energy efficiency and renewable energy policy that is mandated for City-owned and leased 
buildings.
Why It’s Important: The City of San Diego has a commitment to become increasingly energy efficient and 
to invest in more renewable energy generation. This commitment has been formalized in Council-
approved initiatives, including the City of San Diego General Plan (2008) and the City of San Diego 
Climate Protection Action Plan (2004).
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

12. Broad Spectrum Street Lighting Upgrading
Vote Date:  07/27/2010
Full Title:  Authorizing the proposed Broad Spectrum Street Lighting, EECBG Municipal Energy Efficiency and 
Balboa Park Projects
Status:  Adopted as Ordinance 0-19981
Related Votes:  (1) September 22. 2009 Rules Committee
Report No. 09-131; Resolution No 305276 adopted October 14, 2009 authorized the Mayor or his designee 
to secure, implement, administer, monitor and manage EECBG funding up to $12,540,700; Dec 9,  2009 
NR&C Committee Report from the Environmental Services Department regarding BROAD SPECTRUM 
LIGHTING Report to City Council No. 09-171; (2) Resolution No. 305594 adopted February 24, 2010, 
Authorized the Mayor or his designee to apply for a CEC loan, and utilize EECGG funds for a $5 million 
street light conversion project; (3) Report No 10-66: Proposed Broad Spectrum Street Lighting; NR&C 
meeting May 12, 2010 Action Item #7, Councilmember Lightner, to move to the full City Council with 
clarification on the financial benefit to the City for “authorizing local agencies in San Diego County to 
utilize the City of San Diego’s advertising process to award their own street- lighting agreements and 
contract(s).” 

Strategic Community Consulting                                                                2010 Environmental Quality Report Card

14

http://dockets.sandiego.gov/sirepub/agdocs.aspx?doctype=minutes&itemid=40673
http://dockets.sandiego.gov/sirepub/agdocs.aspx?doctype=minutes&itemid=40673


Background:  Authorizes the Mayor, or his representative, for and on behalf of the City, to execute and 
comply with California Energy Commission  Loan No. 003-09-ECA in the principal amount of $3,000,000 
at a rate of 3% interest, to be used for upgrading City-owned street lights with energy efficient Broad 
Spectrum Systems.
Why It’s Important:  This measure will reduce electricity use in the city and will further establish San 
Diego as a city that promotes energy efficiency and conservation.  
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

13.  Home Energy Retrofit Policy Resolution
Vote Date:  09/13/2010
Full Title:  Approving the Home Energy Retrofit 
Policy Resolution
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-301621
Related Votes:  None
Background:  Now and for the foreseeable 
future, San Diego property owners have 
opportunities to go green with the help of local, 
state and national incentive and rebate 
programs.  These programs aim to facilitate the 
implementation of energy efficiency, renewable 
energy and water conservation systems.  These 
programs include the City’s $4 million in 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grant funds set aside for home retrofits, 
SDG&E’s $13 million Whole House Retrofit 
Program, an anticipated $6 billion federal 
retrofit program called HomeSTAR, and the City’s Clean Gen program (currently on hold).  This 
resolution serves as a guidance document for the Council so they can help ensure these programs benefit 
all residents, all neighborhoods, and the local economy.
Why It’s Important:  A strong home energy efficiency retrofit market that serves all neighborhoods of all 
income levels could significantly cut energy use and reduce fossil-fuel dependency while also helping to 
increase employment and stimulate the region’s economy, especially for the hard-hit construction 
industry.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

14. Opposing Proposition 23
Vote Date:  10/18/2010
Full Title:  Recommendation on Opposing Proposition 23
Status:  Adopted as R-306223
Related Votes:  None
Background:  The initiative statute Proposition 23 would have suspended the implementation of the 
Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32) until California unemployment drops to or below 5.5% for 
a full year.  The Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 requires the state Air Resources Board to adopt 
rules and regulations to achieve a statewide GHG emissions reduction so that emissions are at 1990 levels 
by 2020.  The San Diego Metro Region is a hub for the clean-tech and renewably energy industries that AB 
32 is set to support.  After plenty of effort promoting these industries, San Diego was recently named as 
having one of the top 10 “Clean Tech Clusters” in the world.   With this vote the City of San Diego City 
Council formally opposed Proposition 23.
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Why It’s Important:  AB 32 is already creating jobs and economic growth in specific sectors related to the 
clean-tech industries.  Supporting Proposition 23 effectively undermines this growth.  
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

15. 2010 Climate Mitigation and Adaptation Plan
Vote Date:  11/16/2010
Full Title:  Framework for the 2010 Climate Mitigation and Adaptation Plan and Establishment of the 
Environmental and Economic Sustainable Task-force.
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-306353
Related Votes:  None
Background:  This resolution establishes an Environmental and Economic Sustainability Task-force  to 
advise City staff on the development of the Climate Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (Climate MAP).  
Beginning in January 2002, the Mayor and City Council approved the City’s Community Sustainability 
Program, and that included the City’s Climate Protection Action Plan (Action Plan).  In 2003, Council 
approved the establishment of an Ad Hoc technical committee to assist with updating the Action Plan 
and expanding options for greenhouse gas emission (GHG) emission reduction.  Council approved the 
revised Action Plan in January 2004.  The current Action Plan covers mitigation measures, which are 
actions to reduce GHG.  Those actions include energy efficiency and increasing renewable energy power 
generation, reduction in fuel use, reduction in waste and improved landfill management, water 
conservation, and a number of transit programs and policies.  The 2006 Global Warming Solutions Act 
provides a consistent goal for community programs.  For that reason, the GHG emission reduction targets 
will be changed to now reflect the State’s 2020 goal of reaching 1990 GHG emission levels.
Why It’s Important:  Updating the Climate MAP will more closely align San Diego’s efforts to combat 
GHG with the stricter, more environmentally friendly state initiatives.  
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

Land Use

16. Sustainable Strategies Pilot Program
Vote Date:  03/16/2010
Full Title:  Application for State of California Catalyst Projects - Sustainable Strategies Pilot Program.  (Mission 
Valley and Southeastern San Diego Community Areas.  Districts 4 and 6)
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-305679
Related Votes:  (1) On February 3, 2010, the Land Use and Housing Committee unanimously approved 
the City’s application of Quarry Falls and Village at Market Creek for Catalyst Pilot Program funding.
Background: On December 17, 2009, the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development  issued a Request for Proposals  for a Catalyst Pilot Program.  The purpose of the program 
is to incentivize sustainable communities and test innovative sustainable strategies on the ground 
through actual development projects.  In addition to access to potential future federal and state funding 
initiatives, successful Catalyst Pilot Projects will also be eligible to receive incentive and rewards such as 
priority or bonus points for specified State funds, technical assistance from teams of State agencies, 
publicity and identification as a California Catalyst Project,  and other State assistance as deemed 
appropriate.  This resolution authorizes the Mayor to apply to the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) for funding under the Catalyst Pilot Program for the Quarry Falls and 
Village at Market Creek Projects that meet HCD criteria
Why It’s Important:  The Sustainable Strategies Pilot Program will help facilitate innovative initiatives 
that will spur sustainable community development.  
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0
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17.  Sustainable Communities and Urban Greening Grants
Vote Date:  04/26/2010
Full Title:  Application for Sustainable Communities and Urban Greening Grants  (Downtown, Chollas Creek, Mid-
City, Eastern, College Area, Little Italy, Southeastern San Diego, Skyline/Paradise Hills, and Clairemont Mesa 
Community Areas.  Districts 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8)
Status:  Adopted as Resolution R-305786
Related Votes:  None
Background:  In November 2006, California voters passed the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and 
Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition 84).  This Act 
authorized $17.5 million in state funds for Urban Greening Plans to develop more public green spaces, 
$70 million for Urban Greening Projects and $60 million for Sustainable Communities Plans.   Proposals 
are reviewed by the Strategic Growth Council.   This resolution authorizes the Mayor to apply to the 
California Strategic Growth Council for funding under the Urban Greening Planning Program, Urban 
Greening Projects Program, and the Sustainable Communities Planning Grant and Incentive Program.
Why It’s Important:  Acquisition of the grants will help San Diego increase its public green spaces, bicycle 
facilities, smart implementation of storm water management, widened sidewalks, energy efficient 
pedestrian lighting and traffic calming measures. 
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0

18. Regents Road Bridge Project
Vote Date:  6/23/10
Full Title:  Project Specific Environmental Impact Report for Regents Road Bridge: Consultant Agreements
Status:  The Land Use and Housing Committee rejected consultant agreements proposed by the Mayor’s 
staff to spend $2.44 million to do a new EIR and substantial design on the Regents Road bridge project.  
Due to the 3-1 committee vote to reject these contracts, the Mayor’s staff never brought them to the full 
council.  
Related Votes:   On Aug. 1, 2006, the City Council certified a project level EIR and voted to proceed with 
design and construction of the Regents Road bridge project (R-301787).  Environmental groups sued over 
the inadequacy of the EIR.  To settle the lawsuit the City Council voted in April 2007 (R-302497) to shelve 
the old EIR and do a brand new one before approving the Regents Road bridge project.  In November 
2007, the City Council approved a consultant contract to do final design of the project (O-19673).  
Environmental groups sued the city for moving ahead with no EIR.  The city never implemented the 
design contract and in March 2010, in order to settle the second lawsuit, rescinded the ordinance 
approving the contract (O-19940).
Background:  This $37 million dollar project would build a four-lane cut and fill road plus a massive 
concrete bridge through the scenic heart of Rose Canyon Open Space Park Preserve,  a dedicated open 
space park and part of the city’s Multiple Habitat Conservation Area.  State and federal resource agencies 
oppose this project and have urged the city to remove it from the community plan; thus, it is doubtful
the city would ever receive the required permits.  The project would have negative impacts on habitat, 
wildlife, and the water quality in Rose Creek, which flows into Mission Bay.
Why it’s Important:  This road is a 60-year-old proposal that is out of sync with today’s need to protect 
urban open space parkland and habitat.   Rose Canyon provides priceless environmental, recreational and 
educational value.  As one of the largest and most threatened canyons, it is a bellwether in the movement 
to protect and restore San Diego’s canyons.
Report Card Score:  Yea=1, Nay=0
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