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SUBJECT: Reint~n i~ or Crrtaio Rr-rugen Adm,itted J• U1e UnttNI St••• aad a.a 
lmmcdi■tt' Hold on Certain RtfugtH •Uh a !PC"ndiD1 1-48:S, App ·cadoa to 
Rcgi~tcr Pcrmanc-nc Rc~idl'nce or Adjust Stana 

Purpu'1e: Ftli--clhe irmu~dintl.'I~ . . thir. tnl!morandum du.eel~ t)SOIS p'l:nonnd 'h.,) hold •gpendini 
f om\ 1-485, Applu:allvn lu l{cµi'>lcr Pi:nnan~nt Re'i1dence or Adju.. ... t Statill> 1(ronn 1-48 ) for 
ahems v.ho wCTc admitti.:d o-. rc:thgc.:c:. (both prin 1pal and Jcnv~nivc: refu~•ees) from Jan ~ :?O. 
2021. to f ebruary 20. ;.025. All prin.:1r.sl rcfugi.•i.:" :idrllilill~-J Jurin!! thi~ time frame \\i.ll uirc • 
revic,, and potential rc-intcn H:·,v h) dctcn11inc 1l1at the} m~t the r:efut?CI? definition as d~ incd in 
to l(a)t 42 1 of the lmnu.:,ratson .md 1'.ationality .,~, tl~ti\) al the time of admis~ion anJ t explore 
admi:>~ab1ht). md~m~ .m} in.1llnti,~ihd1t1c, th.JI lfl\j~ ha,e 4!Xisted prior ·to the time of !mission 
as a rcfu~t.'C In uddition ntl Jc:11, oti"c rdUgl·~, ad11ni,th.·J Jurin!! lht·~ timt'fr;tmc " •I'll req jre 
,e\'ic"' anJ potential rdntcr, •~'' to I ul •~ c~ r,h ,re ,aJml.ssi t-iiJi 1 ~ dnJ "hc:thcr the p..--n.ccut r bar 
\\ould ha,.: .1pplicJ at lh.: um~ ,,f 11dm1~,u>n. I h11' t,?u1danc~ specitkwl) addrcs~~ the 
adjudicative hold. r'-'qum:mcnh. Hnt! pro~c-., ot rc•inlrn 1c\\ ing lhc rcfuli~~~ 

8ack1&round: Un JJnuar~ 20. :?025. lhc Prc:rnh:nl 1,~ucd t ,,·~uu,c Onkr (l·<H 1-llbJ. 
x, oltgn111,• 1/J, I '"'• ,I ,\t,11, , /l, • , -.. , f_d,,,, , ,,,,. ',, ~'""'· ,u.,pcnJ'intt t'hc l .~ Rcfl•gc 
Admissions Prol,!.nun d "-RAl1 ) un11I Ua..• JJJlla!',\.U>U nt rchai,:ec, .1ll~n:i. "uh 1hc mh:n.·~L, t: rhc: 
t nitct! ~tatc, I unhcr. I ( > 1-11 t, l hil!hlit1hh 1hu1 th~ 1 iutc.-J M4h:!!i ric,•J, to "·n,Luc puhlit: ,dh.•I) 



and national SC"cunty arc stn,ngl) cunsidcrcJ in lhc udm1111"ilmlton ol the I SRAP and only admit 
mfugcc~ \\hll can fully and 11ppn>pnnlcl) ns51mila1c into the I! ntted Stales 

1 hroughout thi, c,alunlion pha.~ in urdcr to male unpruvemcnts per 1.0 14163, LISCIS has 
identified that from Jonual') 20, 2021. to February 20. 2025. the liSRAP £1nd lJSCJS potentially 
priorilin.'d C).pcdicrn.::). 4uanlit.)·. and admhmons over quality interview., and detailed screening 
and \Ctllnll l 1SCIS t!'i still m the pnlCc5, ofrcvle\\oing the llSRAP. rcmo\o·ing -.ufnerabilitics. and 
cnsunn~ all rcfug~ admitted to the l lmtl·d Stttcs mt•c.-t 1hc definition of a refusce a?J descnbed 
m lNA § 10l(a)(-t2). 

Given these i,;on~cms, l St 'IS tut~ dctcnnmcd thal a t()mprehcns1 v1.: rcy1cw anJ a re~1n1CrView of 

all ~tugc-cs adn1ittcd trum January 20. ~011. to f·ebrual) 20. 2025. ,~ warranted.' When 
appropriate .. USClS ~ill also rt\lC" ond re-intcrvicii\ rcfog~ admitted outside this timeframe. 
The re intcrY1c¥. .... m detcnmne that alien~ who 'Acre adrnmcd as prindpal f'C'fugu~ met the 
definitioo of a refugee as de~ribeJ in INA § IO I (a)( 42) .at the time' of admission and any 
inadmi.ss1b11it1C's for all rcfu~ccs (indudin~ ~rivativc$) were appropnatcl}' addressed m rhc 
imtlal adJudication. ~ 1 cstimony will mcJuJc. but is not limited It>, tl:K t.::m.·um,$tancc~ cstabh!lhmJJ. 
past persecution or a well-founded fear for principal n:fugccs, the perst."CUlor ba~ and any other 
r,otcntial inadm1ssib-iHties." O,crall. the re.inten 1cw!I "•HI confirm that adjud1catoN made a 
legally sullic,cnt decish,n for the mitial 1-onn 1-590. Registration for Classification as Rcfu_gce 

l 1SCIS' l(,.)p priorit) 1s to ensure that all rrincipal (efugcts adnuncd 10 the lJm(cd Saatts 
'-"111'TIU\lC-~ a fa\1.,n,.bk exercise t)f d1scrcdon and met the ddinition or a rrfug.ce as descnbed 1n 

I A§ 10t(a)(42• at th~ time uf adm1~sion find that aU r~fug\!~ (including deri\ati\CS) are 
admis.\1ble l\l the UmtcJ States. In thr intt·nm 10 ~liminatc ,·ulnc:raorfitac\. USCIS ~'iJJ place an 
adjudicathc hold on a11 pcnJin~ Form J~.:iss tilcJ by refugee~} ad>inittcd from Januuy 20. 202!. 
to FebrµaJ) 20. 2025. Th~ hold bin place until the LISCIS Director lifts the hold in a subsequem 
memo. Any rcqucsl to htt die hold lor dthcr litig,1lion r~a-.(')ns vr uth«.-r extreme cir:cumstances 
must be aprruvcd b)' t,he I 'SC lS Dm:~tor or Deput~ Om;l"h)r t! 

OiKu1Hon( llSl. IS has determined the operational nc-ces,sil) tei ensure that all pnnciP!l,I refugees 
""ho 'are admitted meet the Jctinttion ~lf a refugee and that d.11 refugees do not pose a threat to 
nauonal ~-cunt} l,r publit. ~rt1:- t sets t'k1s authorit) ,,, c.-nsun.· li rcrut;cc ":is 1-a'AfullJ lldmtttc'\1 
and mcl I.he detim11on ot ,ii rch.lgcc a ... Jclincd in l~J\ * l{Jl(aJH,2) .11 the time .,,f aJmission. • 
t ~CIS ha~ d~c uuthont~ lo h.·nmn.ltc rctul!!cc Matu~ J5 <lctim.'\J in l~A § 207.9 if the pnn~:~ 
rrfu,cc w.t,~ no1 a rdui;c.·c: .11 thc time of aJnussion. • USCJS "-ill ah" lcnmnah: 1hc status uf any 
rdu~t:e den\ dlih il tlH.' pnn1,;1pal refuge.:'~ statu~ ii. h.'ffllinatc.-J. lhc ahcn ~ no nght to appc-dl 
i ! I s< JS d~tcmunes the ali~n t.ulcd to meet the dcftnJtHm ~)fa n:fu~c.-e.• O\'c-1 tt-M: piut fc-... ~~an. 

n11~ ,nl.111.k~ n:twca •hci h•11t •brad) •1JuMi:t.l ant.I .11re • I a~tul Pt:nnanc:n• Hulda~ 
1 !>et t~A t 207 3 W■htn orlMdn11u1b1lit} lo .:onfim1 it,.u I.he 1elu~H ~hp \IIU w.~'"4.bk "'"'" l!'liA 21 ~(,O 
had an 1ppH,p'L8lC lo\a11,,c1 

l\.!J ckh11ed 1.11 INA~ !011 111(,t:.'> 
I r\t..'.l 

\~~ 'PtvlOJl'.:\! •kfl~~1ua.i. ciuJ loll"~ M 1,,111 ,,ll15tt 
, lo II ud11.II.II\C ltolJ inu\l h, l11o,1drn•1 "lh 
A IOH•~42t 




