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SUBJECT: Reinterview of Certain Refugees Admitted to the United States and an

Immediate Hold on Certain Refugees with a Pending 1-485, Application to
Register Permancent Residence or Adjust Status

Purpose: Effective immediately, this memorandum directs USCIS personnel to hold all pending
Form [-485, Application to Register Penmanent Residence or Adjust Status (Form 1-485) for
aliens who were admitted as refugees (both principal and derivative refugees) from January 20,
2021. to February 20, 2025, All principal refugees admitied during this timeframe will require a
review and potential re-interview to determine that they met the refugee definition as defined in
101(aX42) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) at the time of admission and 0 explore
admissibility, including any inadmissibilities that may have existed prior to the titne of admission
as a refugee. In addition, all denvative refugees admitted duning this timeframe will require
review and potential reinterview to fully explore admissibility and whether the persecutor bar
would have applied at the ime of admission, This guidance specifically addresses the

adjudicative hold, requirements, and process of re-imerviewing the refugees

Background: On January 20, 20235, the President 1ssucd Faecutive Order {EO) 14163,

Realigning the tnityd States Refugoe Aefogisypans Progrom, suspending the U.S. Refugee
Admissions Program (LSRAP) until the adimssion of refugees aligns with the interests ol the
United States. Further, EO 14163 highlights that the United States needs to ensure public satety
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and national security are strongly considered in the administration of the USRAP and only admit
refugees who can fully and appropnately assimilate into the United States.

Throughout this evaluation phase in order to make itmprovements per EO 14163, USCIS has
identified that from January 20, 2021, to February 20, 2025, the USRAP and USCIS potentially
prioritized expedicncy, quantity, and admissions over quality interviews and detailed screening
and vetting. USCIS is still in the process of reviewing the USRAP, removing vulnerabilities, and

ensuring all refugees admitted to the United States meet the definition of a refugee as dzmﬁhed
in INA § 101(a)42).

Given these concerns, USCIS has determined that & comprehensive review and a re-interview of
all refugees admitted from January 20, 2021, to February 20, 2025, is warranted.! When
appropriate, USCIS will also review and re-interview refugees admitted outside this timeframe.
The re-interview will determine that aliens who were admitted as principal refugees met the
definition of a refugee as described in INA § 101{a)42) at the time of admission and any
inadmissibilities tor all refugees (including derivatives) were appropriately addressed in the
initial adjudication.? Testimony will include, but is not limited to, the circumstances establishing
past persecution or a well-founded fear for principal refugees, the persecutor bar’, and any other
potential inadmissibilities.’ Overall, the re-interviews will confirm that adjudicators made a
legally sufficient decision for the initial Form [-590, Registration for Classification as Refugee.

USCIS’ top priority is to ensure that all principal refugees admitted to the United States
warranted a favorable exercise of discretion and met the definition of 2 refugee as described in
INA § 101(a)}42) at the time of admission and that all refugees (including derivatives) are
admissible 1o the United States. In the interim to ¢liminate vulnerabilities, USCIS will place an
adjudicative hold on all pending Form 1-485 filed by refugees® admitted from January 20, 2021,
to February 20, 2025, The hold is in place until the USCIS Director lifts the hold in a subsequem

memo. Any request to lift the hold for either litigation reasons or other extreme cn‘cmm |
must be approved by the USCIS Director or Deputy Director.®

Discussion: USCIS has determined the operational necessity to ensure that all principal reﬁa‘.gus
who are admitted meet the definition of a refugee and that all refugees do not pose a threat 10
national security or public safety, USCIS has amimm} to ensure a refugee was lawfully admitted
and met the definition of a refugee as defined in INA § 101(a)42) at the time of admission.
USC!S has the suthority to tenminate refugee status as defined in INA § 207.9 if the principal
refugee was not a refugee at the time of admission.” USCIS will also terminate the status of any
refugee denvative if the principal refugee’s status is terminated. The alien has no right to appeal
if USC1S determines the alien fuiled tp meet the definition of a refugee.® Over the past fow vears,
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