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During the confirmation hearings, the justices cited the long-standing stare decisis
clause that settled law remains settled law, why did they even hear the case? – Bradley
Tinnon, Oceanside.

SCOTUS heard the case because, presumably, a majority of the Justices believed that Roe and
Casey were wrongly decided. The Court noted that “[a]lthough stare decisis plays an important
role and protects the interests of those who have taken action in reliance on a past decision…[it]
is not an inexorable command.” The Court then reasoned that stare decisis did not apply
because: (1) Roe was wrong; (2) the quality of the reasoning was poor; (3) the holding of Roe
was not worktable; (4) it had effect on other areas of the law; and (5) it would not upend
concrete reliance interests, like those involving property and contract rights.

Since Roe v Wade provided fundamental rights to privacy and body autonomy for people
with uteri, its overturn removed those rights. As women can no longer trust how our data
will be used against us while we travel outside of “safe-for-now” states, what are the
steps politicians in California will take to ensure our data is safe and won’t be used
against us in hostile states? – Sarina D., La Mesa

Congresswoman Sara Jacobs (D-CA-53) introduced the My Body, My Data Act, legislation to
protect personal reproductive health data in response to the Dobbs decision. The My Body, My
Data Act would create a national standard to protect personal reproductive health data,
enforced by the Federal Trade Commission. The bill would prevent certain information from
being collected and retained, such as personal reproductive health data, and from it being
disclosed or misused. If this bill becomes law, it would preempt conflicting state laws.

Governor Newsom also just signed a bill AB 1666 which protects out-of-state patients who
travel to California for an abortion from lawsuits in other states, as well as doctors who perform
abortions in California. It also provides that California will not cooperate with any states that
attempt to prosecute women or doctors for receiving an abortion or providing abortion care. That
said, California law does not preempt other state laws. If a California resident receives
healthcare in a state which now criminalizes abortion, California cannot prevent that state from
enforcing its own law.

What can we do to protect the remaining rights under the privacy umbrella from the same
fate and is there any way to restore abortion access to women, particularly to women of
limited economic means, in states that have made it illegal? – Anonymous, Vista

Vote. Our elected representatives matter. For example, a pro-choice Congress could pass
federal legislation making abortion legal across the country, which legislation would preempt



conflicting state laws. Because of our Governor and legislature, California continues to offer
abortion services for out-of-state patients.

You can also volunteer to register voters and encourage voting in states that have made
abortion illegal, and donate (if you are able) to Planned Parenthood and other pro-choice
organizations, who are continuing to fight for vital healthcare services and advocate for patients
across the country.

Can women from other states, such as Texas, be prosecuted for getting an abortion in
California?

Presumably, no, not under the current legislature and Governor. Governor Newsome passed
legislation providing that it will not cooperate with other states that attempt to prosecute
pregnant people or doctors for receiving an abortion or providing abortion care.

This underscores the importance of voting. A 10-year-old girl from Ohio was raped and was
forced to travel to Indiana for an abortion, which is still legal there. Indiana’s Republican attorney
general said that he is investigating the doctor for an alleged failure to report the abortion and
abuse.

Are there any restrictions on abortions in California?

In California, abortions are legal up to 24 weeks. After 24 weeks, abortion is legal if the life or
health of the mother is at risk.

Which states are banning or severely restricting abortions?

Currently, Utah, Arizona, South Dakota, Oklahoma, Texas, Wisconsin, Missouri, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, West
Virginia. The following states will imminently ban abortion: Idaho, Wyoming, North Dakota.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/24/abortion-state-laws-criminalization-roe/

What are ectopic pregnancies and are there any restrictions on getting abortions for
them?

An ectopic pregnancy is when a fertilized egg grows outside a person’s uterus. The states that
ban abortion do not provide an exception for an ectopic pregnancy. Some state laws allow
abortion only to the extent the life of the mother is at risk. That said, many states now have
severe restrictions on what constitutes “at risk,” sometimes requiring a panel of doctors to make
that determination. Moreover, providers are now at risk of being criminally prosecuted.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/24/abortion-state-laws-criminalization-roe/



